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and at one time saved only by shifting his place of conceal-
ment every night; and this young lady it was who afterwards
became the mother of his only daughter. Both mother
and daughter, it is remarkable, perished prematurely,
and at critical periods of Csesar's life ; for it is probable
enough that these irreparable wounds to Csesar's domestic
affections threw him with more exclusiveness of devotion
upon the fascinations of glory and ambition than might have
happened under a happier condition of his private life.
That Csesar should have escaped destruction in this unequal
contest with an enemy then wielding the whole thunders of
the state, is somewhat surprising ; and historians have sought
their solution of the mystery in the powerful intercessions of
the vestal virgins, and several others of high rank amongst
the connexions of his great house. These may have done
something ; but it is due to Sylla, who had a sympathy with
everything truly noble, to suppose him struck with powerful
admiration for the audacity of the young patrician, standing
out in such severe solitude among so many examples of timid
concession ; and that to this magnanimous feeling in the
Dictator much of the indulgence which he showed may have
been really due. In fact, according to some accounts, it was
not Sylla, but the creatures of Sylla (adjutores), who pursued
Csesar. We know, at all events, that Sylla formed a right
estimate of Caesar's character, and that, from the complexion
of his conduct in this one instance, he drew that famous
prophecy of his future destiny ; bidding his friends beware
of that slipshod boy, " for that in him lay couchant many a
Marius." A grander testimony to the awe which Csesar
inspired, or from one who knew better the qualities of that
Cyclopean man by whose scale he measured the patrician boy,
cannot be imagined.

It is not our intention, or consistent with our plan, to
pursue this great man through the whole circumstances of his
romantic career; though it is certain that many parts of his
life require investigation much keener than has ever been
applied to them, and that many might be placed in a new
light Indeed, the whole of this most momentous section of
ancient history ought to be recomposed with the critical
scepticism of a Niebuhr, and the same comprehensive collation,